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X-CUT++: A LAYOUT-AWARE OCR PIPELINE FOR
KAZAKH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS

We address the problem of structural decomposition of complex multi-column Kazakh-
language newspaper pages prior to optical character recognition. We propose a hybrid, fully
interpretable layout-aware pipeline named X-Cut++, which combines adaptive binarization,
smoothed horizontal /vertical projection profiles, morphological dilation, colour-aware region
detection in HSV space, a probabilistic Hough fallback for separator lines, and a rule-based
post-OCR structural parser that reconstructs the canonical title/abstract/author/body article
structure. The method is formulated as a cascade of one-dimensional projection cuts with recursive
vertical and horizontal subdivision constrained by geometric and area-based thresholds, ensuring
deterministic and reproducible segmentation. Experiments on a multi-issue dataset of the newspaper
Egemen Qazagstan (5 issues, Jan—Feb 2024, 72 editorial pages, 300 DPI) demonstrate that X-Cut++
consistently decomposes full pages into coherent article-level fragments. The system produces 230
fragments in total (3.19 per page on average). On a manually verified subset of 15 fragments, the
structural parser achieves perfect extraction of titles and abstracts, and correctly identifies all
present, author lines, confirming the reliability of the post-OCR structural reconstruction.

Key words: layout analysis, projection profiles, adaptive thresholding, HSV color segmentation,
Hough transform, OCR, low-resource languages, Kazakh, Tesseract, document structure recovery.

O. Ocman®, A. Caitnay, M. Mancyposa, T. CapcembaeBa
os-Qapabu areiHgarbl Kazak yiTTeIK, yHEBepcnTeTi, Anmars, Kazakcran
*e-mail: assel.ospan@kaznu.edu.kz

X-Cut++: Kazak TUTiHAEri ra3zeTrTep/ii TAaHYFa ApHAJIFAH KYPbLJIBIMFa Ce3iMTAJI
OCR koHBeiiepi

OnrukanablK, TaHOAIAPIBl TAHy Ke3eHiHe Jeiin Kyp/eii KonbaraHaabl ra3eT MaKeTTepiH Kypbl-
JIBIMJIBIK, JIEKOMITO3UIUSLIIAY Maceseci KapacThipbliaibl. X-Cut++ jerm aragarsia rubpuiTi, TOIBIK,
MHTEPIIPETAINSIJIAHATHIH KOHBelep yebIHbLIa bl OJr alannTuBTi OMHAPU3AIUSHBI, TEriCTEreH T0-
PU30HTAJIb YKOHE BEPTUKAJb ITPOEKIUSIIBIK, TPOMUIbIEP/Ii, MOPQOIOTUSIbIK, KeHeiiTyai, HSV
KEHICTIrHer TYCTIK afiMaKTap bl aHBIKTAYIbI, OOJITIII ChI3BIKTAPIbl TaOyFa apHaaraH XadThIH,
BIKTUMAJIZIBIK TYPJICHIPYIH JKoHE MaKAJAHbIH KAHOHJIBIK KYPBLILIMBIH (makvpwuin / annomayus, /
asmop / mezisel momin) KaJlblHA KeJaTiperin epexere nHerizgenren nocr-OCR momystin Gipikripesni.
O/IiC TeOMETPHSJIBIK, YKOHE ay/IaHJIbIK, [IIEKTeyJIePMEH PEeTTeIeTIH OipeJIIeM/Ii IPOEKIUAJIBIK, KeCyJIep
KacKa/Ibl peTinje dpopMajianras, Oyl HOTUXKeJIEPIiH JIeTepPMUHUPJIEHYl MEH KAlTaIaHF bIIITHIFbIH
kKamTaMace3 ereni. Egemen Qazagstan ra3eTiHiH KOIBBIIYCThI JEPEKTED KUBIHBIHIA (5 MIbIFapbI-
JibiM, 2024 k. KagTap—akuad, 72 pepaknusaibk 6er, 300 DPI) xkyprizinaren roxipubesnep X-Cut++
OIICIHIH TOMBIK OeTTep/i TYpaKThl TYpAe MaKaJja AeHreiinmeri KypbLIbIMIBIK (pparMenTrepre
Geserinin kepcerti. ZKyite Gapabrrer 230 dparment (6ip GeTke oprama 3.19) KaIBIITACTHIPIBL.
Kouimen Tekcepisiren 15 pparmMeHTTe KYPBLIBIMIIBIK MOJY/Ib TAKBIPHIITAD MEH AHHOTAIUSIIAP/IbI
TOJIBIK, JIYPBIC aHBIKTAIl, OAPJILIK 6ap aBTOP KOJIAPBIH I9J1 KaJIbiHa Kearipai, oya mocr-OCR
KYPBUIBIMJIBIK, PEKOHCTPYKITUSTHBIH, CEHIMIIITIH pacTaliIb.

TvyiliH ce3aep: MakeT TaIIaybl, IPOEKIUSIBIK Tpodmibaep, ajgantusTi bunapusarus, HSV cer-
menTarust, Xad typiengaipyi, OCR, pecypcsr mekreyri Timaep, Ka3ak Tiai, Tesseract, Ky:kar
KYPBUIBIMBIH KaJIIIbIHaQ Ke.HTipy.
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X-Cut+-+: kackagHo-opueHTupoBaHHbIii OCR-KoHBeliep N pacmo3HaBaHUs
Ka3axO0si3bIYHBIX ra3eTr

PaccmarpuBaercs 3a1a1a CTPYKTYPHOI TIEKOMIIO3UINN CJIOXKHBIX MHOTOCTPAHUIHBIX Fa36THBIX Ma-
KETOB KA3aXCKOS3bITHBIX U3JAHUN [T€Pe]T STAIIOM OIMTUIECKOT0 PACIO3HaBaHus TeKcTa. [Ipesraraercs
rUOPUIHBIN, MOJTHOCTHIO WHTEPIpeTHpyeMblit KouBeiiep X-Cut+-+, o0beuHsoNni a JanTHBHY IO
OMHAPHU3AINIO, CIJIa’KeHHbIE TOPU30HTAJIbHBIE U BEPTUKAJIbHBIE IIPOEKIIMOHHBIE TPOMIIH, MOPGOIIO-
IHYECKOe PACHIpPEHe, IBETO-3aBUCUMOE BbIIesIeHIe obiacTeil B mpocTpancTse HSV, BepositHOCTHOE
npeobpazoBanue Xada s JIUHUR-pa3jesnTeseil, a Takyke 1npasuio-opuentuposannbiii noct-OCR
MOJLYJIb, BOCCTAHABJIMBAIONIMI KAHOHUIECKYIO CTPYKTYPY CTATHU 34204060% / AHHOMAYUSA / a6MOD
/ ocrosnoti mexem. Meron dbopMain3oBal Kak Kackaj, OJHOMEPHBIX IIPOEKIIMOHHBIX PA3PE30B €
PEKYPCHUBHBIM BEPTUKAJIbHBIM U TOPU30HTAJIBLHBIM JeJIEHUEM, OTPAHNIEHHBIM I'€OMeTPUIECKUMI
" IJIOIIA/HBIMU KPpUTEPpUAMU, ITO O6eCHe“II/IBa€T JAE€TEPMUHUPOBAHHOCTb U BOCIIPOU3BO/IMMOCTD
pe3ysbTara. DKCIEPUMEHTHI Ha MHOTOBBIITYCKOBOM Habope jaHubix rasersl Egemen Qazagstan (5
BBIILYCKOB, stHBapb—despaib 2024 1., 72 pemaknuonusie crpanuipl, 300 DPI) nokassiBator, 4To
X-Cut++ cTabmIbHO JEKOMIIO3UPYET MOJIHBIE CTPAHUIIBI B CTPYKTYPUPOBAHHBIE (DPATMEHTHI YPOB-
ust crareii. Cucrema dopmupyer 230 dparmenrtos (B cpepnem 3.19 Ha crpaunuiy). Ha Bpyunyro
[IpOBEPEHHON BbIOOpPKe 13 15 hparMeHTOB CTPYKTYPHBIN MOIY/Ib OOECIIeYnBaET [IOJIHOE U3BJIEUYEHUE
3aroJIOBKOB U aHHOTAIUN U KOPPEKTHO OIIPEIEIsieT BCe IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINE CTPOKH aBTOPOB, IOJI-
TBepKAast HaIE)RHOCTh ocT-OCR, peKoHCTPYKIMK CTPYKTYPHI.

KuroueBblie cjioBa: aHaan3 MakeTa, MIPOEKIMOHHbBIE TPpOQuin, afanTuBHas ounapusamus, HSV-
cermenTanysi, npeobpaszosanne Xada, OCR, mamopecypcHble S3bIKH, Ka3axCKuil s3bIK, Tesseract,
BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE CTPYKTYPHI JOKYMEHTA.

1 Introduction

Newspaper pages are among the most structurally complex categories of printed documents
for automatic analysis. A single A2-A1l page typically contains heterogeneous elements,
including multi-column text with variable widths, hierarchical headlines, author lines, photographs,
coloured panels, infographics, advertisements, and cross-page continuations. This compositional
diversity violates assumptions of standard OCR pipelines: direct page-level processing often
produces interleaved outputs across columns and articles, resulting in semantically incoherent
text that is difficult to index or process downstream |[I,2].

In recent years, document understanding has been dominated by end-to-end neural
architectures such as LayoutLMv3 and Donut, which jointly model visual and textual signals
[3,41]. While these models achieve strong results on benchmarks such as PubLayNet and
DocLayNet, their performance depends on large-scale annotated datasets and significant
computational resources. For low-resource languages such as Kazakh, these assumptions
do not hold. Archival newspaper collections are mainly available as scanned images, layout
annotations are scarce, and domain-specific models are virtually absent. In addition, newspaper
layouts differ substantially from scientific or business documents, leading to severe domain
shift.

This creates a fundamental gap: neural methods are accurate but data-hungry, whereas
classical approaches are interpretable and data-efficient but often brittle in heterogeneous
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layouts. In particular, projection-based methods (e.g., X=Y cut) fail in the presence of coloured
panels, irregular spacing, and embedded graphical elements, which violate their structural
assumptions.

To address this gap, we propose X-Cut-++-, a hybrid, fully interpretable pipeline for layout-
aware decomposition of newspaper pages designed for low-resource settings. Unlike neural
approaches, the method requires no labelled training data, is fully deterministic, and provides
pixel-level reproducibility. At the same time, it extends classical projection-based methods
via a multi-branch fallback architecture that integrates HSV-based colour segmentation and
probabilistic Hough line detection.

Formally, the pipeline is defined as a composition of operators:

HX—Cut++ - Hstruct o 1_[ocr o (Hsplit U Hrescue) o 1_Iblock o 1_Ipre

where II,,;. denotes adaptive preprocessing, Iy, performs morphological block aggregation,
ILpie implements recursive projection-based decomposition, Il escue includes HSV colour
segmentation and Hough-based line detection, Il,. performs text recognition, and Il
reconstructs article-level structure.

The main contributions of this work are as follows: (1) a deterministic layout-aware
segmentation pipeline that requires no training data; (2) a hybrid rescue architecture combining
projection cuts with HSV and Hough-based corrections; (3) a rule-based post-OCR, parser
reconstructing canonical article components (title, abstract, author, body); (4) empirical
validation on multi-issue Egemen Qazagstan datasets showing stable article-level decomposition
across diverse layouts.

Beyond segmentation, the extracted structured articles provide high-quality inputs for
downstream document intelligence tasks, including summarisation, information extraction,
and retrieval-augmented generation for Kazakh-language applications.

2 Related work

Classical document layout analysis methods [, 6] are traditionally divided into top-down
(recursive page decomposition) and bottom-up (aggregation of elementary components). The
X-Y cut method [7] formalises the top-down strategy by building a tree of hierarchical
projection profiles; this very approach forms the mathematical core of the present work.
Bottom-up algorithms, such as RLSA [38] or Voronoi-diagram based partitioning [9], are
efficient on homogeneous text blocks, but their applicability is limited in the presence of
non-textual elements like infographics and coloured backgrounds.

Modern neural architectures (PubLayNet [10], DocLayNet |1 1], LayoutLMv3 [3]) achieve
state-of-the-art results in structural analysis of scientific and business documents. However,
their adaptation to the newspaper layout for low-resource languages requires large annotated
datasets. Mukhamediev et al. [12] investigated YOLO-family detectors for Kazakh press, but
reported significant difficulties with coloured panels and spanning articles. Similar problems

are known for foreign archival corpora, e.g., ENP [13]. Despite the existence of specialised
recognition systems for Kazakh archives [11], publicly available, interpretable layout models
remain an open issue.

For the OCR stage, the dominant solution for Kazakh is Tesseract 5 [1, 15| with the kaz

language model. A promising alternative is PaddleOCR, [16]; however, given the constraints of
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the experimental environment and the goal of maximum reproducibility, Tesseract was used
as the primary OCR engine.

Additional recent works by the same research group address complementary aspects
of Kazakh-language document and speech processing. A table extraction pipeline named
QURMA was developed for knowledge base population [17], demonstrating the feasibility of
structural extraction from Kazakh documents. Fine-tuning of the Wav2Vec2 model for Kazakh
speech on a limited corpus has been investigated, showing effective transfer learning [18].
Moreover, the perspective of using LLM agents for enhanced tabular data interpretation
has been outlined [19], which directly motivates the need for high-quality structured textual
output from OCR pipelines, such as the one presented here.

3 Methodology

3.1 Overall pipeline and segmentation algorithm

The X-Cut++ pipeline processes a high-resolution newspaper scan through a sequence of
fully deterministic stages. The core logic is summarised in Algorithm 1, which defines the
complete cascade from preprocessing to structural recovery.

Algorithm 1 X-Cut++ cascade segmentation of a newspaper page
Require: Image I, configuration 6

Ensure: Set of final fragments F
1: B < AdaptiveThreshold (7, b=25, C=10)

2: M+ B® K15><3

3: Compute vertical and horizontal projections
4: Extract cut centres {¢/},{c}}

5: Build candidate grid B

6: for 5 € B do

7: Detect vertical cut

8: if rescue needed then

9: apply Hough or HSV fallback
10: end if
11: split vertically

12: for each vertical sub-block do
13: detect horizontal cut
14: split horizontally
15: if valid region then
16: add to F

17: end if
18: end for
19: end for

20: return F
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Figure 1: Overall architecture of the X-Cut-+-+ pipeline, showing preprocessing, block detection,
recursive splitting with rescue branches, OCR, and structural recovery.

The overall architecture of X-Cut++ is illustrated in Fig. 1.

3.2 Mathematical model of a page

Denote the grey-scale channel of an input page as I : Q — [0,255], Q@ = {1,..., W} X
{1,..., H}. For the issues of Egemen Qazagstan scanned at 300 DPI we have W = 4134,
H = 6851, corresponding to a physical page size of 350.01 x 580.05 mm according to

25.4
gmm — gpx . ﬁ (1)

The first operator of X-Cut-++ is pixel-wise adaptive thresholding. Let Wj(x,y) be a
square window of radius b centred at (z,y), |IW,| = (2b+ 1)?. The local mean

Tey) = —— S I(uw0) 2)

4%
Wil (e
defines the adaptive threshold. The binarised field B : 2 — {0, 1} is obtained as
B(.T,y) :“é[](xay) <Tb(:c,y)—C], (3)

with b = 25 (blockSize) and C' = 10. The method ADAPTIVE_THRESH_MEAN_C is chosen
because newspaper paper is unevenly illuminated during scanning, and a single global Otsu
threshold [20] gives poor results on darkened edges.

Next, morphological dilation is applied using a rectangular structuring element K €

{O 1}15><3:

M=BeK, (BaeK)p) =\ Bp+q). (4)

qgeK
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The anisotropic shape of the kernel (with a larger horizontal than vertical extent) allows
neighbouring characters within the same text line to be merged, while avoiding undesired
connections between adjacent lines. This property is crucial for the subsequent projection-based
analysis. The effect of the first two processing stages is illustrated in Fig. 2.

(b) B(z,y), eq. (3) (c) M=B& Ki5x3
(a) original I(z,y) b=25, C=10 eq. (4)

A —_—

KaHa aJIFa KApaybIMbI3 Kepek! KaHa aJiFa KapaybIMbI3 Kepek

Figure 2: Processing stages of X-Cut++ on a newspaper page: (a) Original grayscale image
I(x,y). (b) Binarised field B(z,y) obtained using (3) with parameters b = 25 and C' = 10,
where uneven background illumination is suppressed. (c¢) Result of morphological dilation
M = B @ K543 defined in (4).

Another key component is the use of projection profiles. For the binary field M, the
vertical and horizontal projections are defined as

H

y=1

These projections aggregate foreground pixels along orthogonal axes, exposing the columnar
and row-wise structure of the document.

To suppress noise, border artefacts, and fine font variations, the profiles are smoothed
using a median filter:

P(x) = med{P(x +1) | i € [~[k/2), |k/2]]}. (6)

The window sizes are set to k, = 201 and k;, = 101 for vertical and horizontal profiles,
respectively. A larger vertical window bridges inter-line gaps while preserving column boundaries.
From the smoothed profile, we define the valley set for a threshold 7 € (0, 1):

L, ={x: P(z) < ngxlg(a:)}. (7)
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Maximal connected intervals [a;, b;] C L, with length b; — a; > Ly, determine the cut centres

o — Lai+biJ ‘ (8)

2

The fixed parameters are 7 = 0.12, L. = 40 px, and L". = 30 px. An example of the

min min

profiles and detected valleys is shown in Fig. 3.

Vertical profile P, for page_5: found 2 cut centers
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T T T T T T T
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Horizontal profile P;, for page 5: found 4 cut centers
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Figure 3: Vertical (P,, top) and horizontal (P, bottom) projection profiles for a representative
newspaper page.

Using the cut centres {c/} and {c/'}, we construct the extended sets X = {0} U{c/}U{IW}
and Y = {0} U {c!} U{H}, sorted in ascending order. This yields a Cartesian partition of the

page:
B = {[$i7$i+l] X [yjaijrl] P, T € X, Yy, Y € y}- 9)
Each block = (z,y,w, h) € B is evaluated using its area A() = wh and fill ratio

o(5) = S Blu,) (10)

(uv)ep

A block is retained if it satisfies the disjunctive condition
A(B) > Amin V p(B) > priny  Amin = 3000 X, pmin = 107°. (11)

This preserves small dense regions (e.g., logos) while removing large empty areas.
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An additional area-ratio constraint is applied:

A(B)
m > Tcrops Tcrop = 0.05. (12)

This step filters out insignificant regions, retaining only semantically meaningful large zones.
The two-stage filtering effect is illustrated in Fig. 4.

i CARCAT | EGEMEN HAZANNTAN § ;. — CARCAT | EGEMEN MAZABNTAN §

KaHa aJIFa KapaybIMbI3 Kepek! KaHa aJIFa KapaybIMbI3 Kepek!

Figure 4: Two-stage block filtering: (a) Candidate regions satisfying (11); (b) Remaining
regions after applying (12).

The complete set of X-Cut++ hyperparameters 6 is summarised in Table 1. All values are
fixed and are not tuned per page.
3.3 Cascade decomposition

After the filter (12) the page is broken into a set of large crops {f;}. Each crop undergoes
three checks: vertical, horizontal, and a final vertical — forming the cascade

II 11 114 r
B =5 {8}, 25 (8D, . =5 (BT, (13)

We now detail each step, following the logic of Algorithm 1.
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Table 1: X-Cut++ configuration 6.

Parameter Value Role

Binarisation and morphology

b 25 adaptive threshold window
C 10 threshold offset

K 15 x 3 dilation kernel
Projections

ky, kn, 201, 101  smoothing windows

T 0.12 valley threshold

LY Lf;lin 40, 30 px minimum valley length
Block filters

Anin 3000 px  minimum area

Pmin 1073 fill ratio threshold
Tcrop 0.05 area ratio

Detection of vertical separators. Inside a fragment [ of height h and width w, an
auxiliary Otsu binarisation B* = Otsu(ls) is performed. Let V(z) = > W[B*(y,z) > 0]. A
column is considered to contain a significant vertical separator if there exists a column z*
such that

V(z*)
h
and, additionally, z* belongs to a strong cluster: S = {z : V(z) > f, max, V(z)} with

B, = 0.6. A vertical split is made if at least one maximal connected interval of S contains an
x* satisfying (14).

> a, a=0.75, (14)

Hough fallback. If the projection detector fails, the Canny edge detector [21] and the
progressive probabilistic Hough transform 22| are invoked: HoughLinesP(p = 1,6 = 7/180, thr =
50). A line (z1,y1) — (22, y2) is accepted if

|60] > 80° A \/(atg —x1)2 4+ (y2 — 11)? > ah, (15)

where § = arctan((y> — y1)/(z2 — 21)).

Colour-aware rescue branch. A newspaper page often contains coloured panels (call-outs,
rubrics, info blocks). Let ¢y = #e8£4£7 be the reference colour of the rubric. In HSV space a
matching set is defined:

Qusv = {p € Q: |[H(p)—Ho| < dH (mod 180), |S(p)—So| < dS, |V (p)—Vo| < dV'}, (16)
with (dH,dS,dV) = (8,60,60). An alternative RGB criterion based on Euclidean distance,
Qrap = {p € Q= d(p) < mras}, dp) = V(R(p) — Ro)? + (G(p) — Go)? + (B(p) — Bo)?, (17)

Trap = 30, is significantly less stable (see Section 4).
Morphological closing and opening with an elliptical kernel of radius 7 are applied to
Qysv; then connected components are extracted [23]. Only components whose area fraction
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7(B:) > 15% are retained. For a detected panel 5, = (z., Y., we, he) a virtual vertical separator
is placed with a horizontal offset A = 40 px from the corresponding edge:

N left side,
Lline = {x o miee (18>

Te+w. + A, right side.

This line acts as a fallback cut when ordinary projections and Hough fail. In the current
implementation the reference colour is set manually; however, it can be automatically extracted
from a characteristic layout element (e.g., the top-of-page panel) when analysing several issues
of the same newspaper.

Detection of horizontal separators. After vertical splitting, each part 6,(30 ) is searched
for a horizontal line. Similarly to (14), let U(y) = > _W[B*(y,z) > 0]. A line is deemed
significant if

> 7, v =0.9, (19)
and y* lies outside a margin strip of width 7eqee = 0.05 - h to exclude decorative borders.
Final vertical re-check and area-based assembly. FEach temporary part ﬁ,gp D is once

more examined for vertical lines with the same threshold (14). This step catches vertical splits
that become visible only after a horizontal cut (e.g., a block with a photo in the upper half

and three text columns below). A final fragment 6,(679 ) g kept only if it satisfies the area-ratio
condition
A (pg;7)
% = Tpart Tpart = 0.15. (20)
A(B")

3.4 Post-OCR structural extraction

Tesseract 5 (language models kaz+eng) is applied to each final fragment. The output is a
set of word rectangles with coordinates and confidence values {(¢;, x;, y;, w;, h;, conf;) }. Words
with conf; < 0 or empty t; are discarded.

The words are grouped into lines by the rule

Ui =10y +“‘[yi — Yi—1 > 5line]7 Oline = 20 px. (21)

Within a line, words are sorted by z and concatenated with a space; for each line the mean
height h,, minimal g, and minimal x, are computed.

Title extraction relies on the relative height of lines. Let L = {¢;,...,¢,} be the set of
lines of a fragment. The set of title candidates is

Lr= {ﬁ eL: Bg > Or HIEE/)JX Bg/}, Or =0.7. (22)

Candidates are sorted by ¥, and concatenated into the title as long as the vertical gap between
successive lines does not exceed G = 150 px:

i1 € Title <= wp ., — vy, < Gr. (23)
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The abstract is extracted immediately below the title. Starting from the first body line
after the title, with a minimum offset A, = 50 px, lines are grouped into columns by the
left coordinate x, (greedy procedure, threshold o, = 200 px). In the first (leftmost) column
a continuous sequence of lines is collected until the vertical gap exceeds G4 = 70 px. The
obtained lines are normalised (hyphenation joins) and form the abstract field.

An author line is identified by a formal predicate. Let ¢ be the text of a line, |¢| its character
length, w(t) the number of words. Then

IsAuthor(t) = W[w(t) € [2,3]] - K[|t| < 45]- [ [ o(w), (24)

wet

where
p(w) =W [(wy € U Awy, € L*) Vw e U], (25)

U — uppercase letters, L — lowercase letters. Words must be either of the form “Capital +
lowercase®” or fully capitalised (surname).

The body is assembled by traversing columns left to right. For a given reference line
0 = (t*, 2%, y*, h*) we define

NextBelow (¢*) = arg EniLn(yg — ) (26)
e /

where L' = {0 .y, > vy}, |vo —2*| < A\, |he — B*| <, Yo — y; < Gmax} With A = 100 px,
n = 10 px, Gmax = 500 px. After exhausting one column, the traversal moves to the next
expected left coordinate * + o.,. The newspaper name is filtered out using the fuzzy matching
condition

partial ratio(t, «Egemen Qazaqstan») > 70, (27)

where partial ratio is the Levenshtein-based metric [24] implemented in RapidFuzz [25]. The
body is normalised by removing hyphenation breaks and collapsing multiple spaces.

An auxiliary rule-based scoring classifier assigns each OCR element to one of the classes
{title, abstract, body}. For an element e with bounding box (z1,yi,z2,vy2) and text t., a
7-dimensional feature vector f, is computed (normalised y-centre, normalised height, number
of words, fraction of uppercase letters, number of sentences, punctuation coefficient, presence
of keywords). The score for class ¢ is a sum of indicator contributions:

score.(e) = Z a§C)H4 f. € Rg-c)}, (28)
=1

and the predicted class is ¢(e) = arg max, score.(e). The complete list of indicator regions and
weights is given in Table 2.

4 Experimental results

4.1 Dataset and experimental setup

The dataset comprises five issues of the national Kazakh newspaper Egemen Qazagstan
published between 22 January and 3 February 2024. The PDF files were converted to PNG
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Table 2: Indicator contributions for the scoring rule (28).

Class Indicator R§C) Weight agc)
T (title) yC < 0.15 2.0

T (title) 0.15 < 3¢ < 0.30 +0.8

T (title) hr > 0.08 1.0

T (title) we <12 A ke > 0.35 +2.0

A (abstract) keyword present +3.0

A (abstract) s, € [1,3] AwS <120 +1.5

A (abstract) 7. (punctuation coefficient) +1.07,
B (body) w</200 (long text) +1.0 2‘:’)30
B (body) default fallback if total score = 0 +0.5

at 300 DPI using PyMuPDF (fitz) [20], yielding 80 page images, of which 72 contained
editorial content (excluding full-page advertisements). All images have the identical resolution
4134 x 6851 px. The OCR engine is Tesseract 5 with models kaz+eng; post-processing is
implemented in Python with pandas / RapidFuzz. All pipeline parameters are fixed to the
values declared in Sections 3—4 and were kept identical across all issues. Because the pages
come from digital master copies, no significant skew is present, and a separate deskew step
was not required.

4.2 Comprehensive evaluation of segmentation and structural extraction

This subsection consolidates the quantitative segmentation results, colour space comparison,
ablation study, and structural extraction assessment.

Quantitative segmentation. Table 3 summarises the cascade for three representative
pages. Across the entire dataset (72 pages) the X-Cut++ pipeline produced 230 article-level
fragments (mean 3.19 fragments per page). The minimum was 2 fragments on simple pages,
the maximum 11 on a heavily multi-column page. All fragments were successfully OCR-ed
and saved as synchronised *.png + *.txt pairs.

Table 3: Cascade segmentation: number of objects at each stage.

Page Raw blocks After (11) After (12) After IIy oIl  Final |F|
Evaluation Page A 12 12 2 4 4
Evaluation Page B 18 18 4 8 10
Evaluation Page C — — 3 — 3

Colour space comparison. The HSV and RGB colour matchers were evaluated on a
representative newspaper page (Fig. 5, Table 4). The HSV criterion remains stable, as the
Hue channel is largely invariant to brightness and saturation variations in printed offset.
In contrast, the Euclidean RGB distance between the reference colour (232,244, 247) and
paper white (255,255, 255) equals v/232 + 112 + 82 & 26.5 < 30, causing the background to
be absorbed. As a result, the RGB mask fails to isolate coloured panels.
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(b) HSV mask, eq. (17) (c) RGB mask, eq. (18)
(a) original page 5 largest component: 0.20% coverage: 81.75%

e CARCAT | sosxursumss g [~ J— CARCAT | sosssy aursanmsn g

KAHA AJIFa KapaybIMbI3 Kepek!

\“ ‘,. ,ff. | .l

|

Figure 5: Colour-aware segmentation on a representative newspaper page. (a) Original page.
(b) HSV mask with (dH,dS,dV) = (8,60,60). (c) RGB mask with qgp = 30.

Table 4: HSV vs. RGB mask coverage.

Method # components Coverage, % Outcome Suitability
HSV 5-10 small ~ 1.1 localised suitable
RGB 1 macro ~ 81.7 merges background degraded

Table 5: Ablation study: number of fragments on evaluation pages.

Configuration Page A Page B
Projection only 2 6
+ Hough fallback 3 8
+ HSV (full X-Cut++) 4 10

Ablation study and sensitivity. We evaluate the contribution of each rescue branch by
disabling components and measuring the number of final fragments on two challenging pages
(Table 5). The full X-Cut++ recovers the correct segmentation, whereas the projection-only
variant misses a vertical split inside a coloured panel.

Sensitivity analysis over 7 € [0.08,0.16] shows that the number of fragments varies by at
most one, with cut positions remaining stable (shift < 10 px). Varying « € [0.65, 0.85] does
not introduce false splits, confirming the robustness of the selected hyperparameters.
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Structural extraction from OCR. Fifteen fragments from different issues were processed
by the structural parser. All titles (15/15) and abstracts (15/15) were correctly extracted, along
with 11/15 author lines; the remaining cases correspond to layouts where author information
is absent.

On a manually annotated newspaper article from the evaluation dataset, the scoring
classifier (28) correctly classified all seven OCR elements (title, subtitle, abstract fragment,
author, two text blocks, continuation label).

5 Discussion

The experimental evaluation shows that X-Cut+-+ reliably decomposes complex newspaper
pages into article-level units. A cascade of projection cuts, augmented with Hough and HSV
rescue branches, resolves cases where pure projection analysis fails, in particular coloured
panels that disrupt Otsu binarisation.

The transparency of each processing step, together with a fixed hyperparameter set, ensures
fully deterministic and reproducible segmentation. This property is critical for large-scale
archival digitisation, where auditability and traceability are required.

The structural post-OCR parser reconstructs the canonical article structure (title, abstract,
author, body) with high accuracy, indicating that rule-based methods are sufficient for
the regular editorial layout of Egemen Qazagstan. Extracted semantic units directly support
downstream applications such as indexing, summarisation, and integration with large language
model pipelines. In particular, the structured output provides a natural interface for LLM-
based agents performing tabular and textual interpretation, as explored for Kazakh-language
data in [19].

Several limitations point to directions for future work. First, the current parameters
are tuned for the Fgemen Qazagstan layout; adapting X-Cut+-+ to other newspapers with
different typography requires automatic calibration, potentially based on a small set of
annotated exemplars. Second, the colour-aware branch depends on a predefined reference
colour; estimating dominant rubric colours automatically would improve generalisation. Third,
the structural parser assumes a relatively fixed article structure; more diverse layouts may
require adaptive heuristics or lightweight learned models trained on X-Cut++ outputs.

Fourth, the pipeline assumes orthogonal, non-skewed pages; a robust deskew preprocessing
stage is required for scanned archives. Finally, OCR quality is limited by Tesseract performance
on Kazakh; integrating a stronger domain-adapted model would further improve recognition
accuracy and downstream parsing. Addressing these issues is part of ongoing work aimed at
scaling the pipeline to long-term newspaper archives while preserving interpretability and
low-resource efficiency.

6 Conclusion

We have proposed, formalised, and empirically validated X-Cut+-+—a hybrid, fully
interpretable layout-aware pipeline for the structural decomposition of Kazakh-language
newspaper pages. The method combines adaptive binarisation, smoothed projection profiles,
morphological operations, HSV colour segmentation, probabilistic Hough line detection, and
a rule-based post-OCR. parser.
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The mathematical core is a cascade of one-dimensional projection cuts with geometric
filtering. On a dataset of five issues of Fgemen Qazagstan (72 editorial pages), X-Cut+-+
produced 230 article-level fragments. Structural evaluation on 15 test fragments yielded perfect
title and abstract extraction, and correct author detection in all cases where an author was
present.

HSV-based colour segmentation was found to be significantly more stable than a Euclidean
RGB criterion. X-Cut++ requires no labelled training data for the layout task, provides
deterministic and reproducible results, and remains fully auditable.

Future work will focus on automatic hyperparameter tuning, integration of advanced OCR
engines, and scaling to yearly newspaper archives.
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